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On Nov. 10 President Reagan informed Congress in a letter that he had ordered the continuation of
economic sanctions against Nicaragua because "the policy and actions of the Managua government
continue presenting an extraordinary threat to the national security and the foreign policy of the
United States." Presidential review of the decision to continue the economic embargo initiated in
May 1985 is required every six months. Reagan accused the Sandinistas of continuing to provide
support to guerrilla groups in neighboring countries, expanding its "enormous arsenal" of Soviet
arms, and putting into practice a system of "internal repression" that has forced thousands of
refugees to flee the country. The president affirmed in his letter that arms delivered to Nicaragua
thus far in 1986 had already exceeded the quantity delivered in any previous year, and that they
continue arriving. Reagan said that the trade sanctions which prohibit exports and imports between
the two countries are meant to apply additional pressure to induce the Sandinistas to dialogue with
the organized democratic resistance, to modify its aggressive policy toward neighboring countries
and to improve its human rights practices.
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